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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 3 is objected to because of the following Informalities: the recitation " 
inspection signals via the third wire to the contact terminal, from which the inspection 
signals are returned thereto as to perform measurement" is unclear because first, it is 
not mention that the third wire is connected to the contact terminal so that the inspection 
signals are sent via the third wires to the contact terminal and second it is unclear 
whether the inspection signals are returned from the contact terminals or not and third it 
is unclear whether the same inspection signals are returned. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ishioka et al US patent No. 6,972,573 in view of Okawa shinichi Japan Patent 
application No. 2001-083214. 

With respect to claim 1 , Ishioka et al ('573) expressly discloses an inspection 
apparatus (see Fig. 2, 20) for electrical inspection of a printed board (100, 101) having 
a plurality of contacts (see col. 3, lines 25-26 " the probe 22 is brought In contact with 
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one of the ends of the corresponding circuit wiring 101 on the circuit board 100") 
thereon, comprising: 

a fixed unit (computer 21) having a control device (see Fig. 3) that controls the 
inspection apparatus(20); 

a moving unit (sensor 1 , probe 22 and selector 23) having a plurality of contact 
terminals (tips of probes 22) that are respectively brought into contact with the plurality 
of contacts (ends of the corresponding circuit wiring 101) on the printed board(IOO); 

a plurality of first wires directly connected with the plurality of contact terminals 
(tips of the probe 22) in the moving unit (22, 23); 

at least one connection switching device (selector 23) arranged in the moving 
unit and connected with the first wires for selectively switching over the plurality of first 
wires in response to connection switching signals ( see Col. 3, lines 1 1-13 " control 
signals"); 

a connection switching signal transmitter ( I/O 217) arranged inside of the fixed 
unit (computer 21) for transmitting the connection switching signals (control signals) 
(see Col. 4, lines 8-11); 

a connection switching signal receiver ( switches in selector 23) arranged inside 
of the moving unit, for receiving the connection switching signals (control signals)(see 
Col. 3, lines 30-31); 

a plurality of second wires connected with the fixed unit (21) and the moving 
unit (23, 22) for transmission of the connection switching signals (control signals) from 
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the fixed unit (computer 21) to the moving unit (23,22) (see wires connection between 
the computer 21 and the selector 23). 

a plurality of third wires (see wires connection between the computer 21 and 
sensor 1), the number of which is less than the number of the first wires and which is 
arranged between the fixed unit (computer 21) and the moving unit (sensor 1). 

Ishioka et al ('573) fail to disclose their plurality of third wires for establishing 
connections between the fixed unit and a part of the first wires, which are switched over 
by the at least one connection switching device in response to the connection switching 
signals. 

Okawa shinichi ('214) disclose a semiconductor integrated circuit (see Fig. 1 , 10) 
comprising a fixed unit ( terminal 13), a moving unit (11,12, 14, 15) and a plurality of first 
wires directly connected with a plurality of contact terminals (elements 11) in the 
moving unit (12). More over, Okawa shinichi ('214) exclusively teach a plurality of third 
wires for establishing connections between the fixed unit ( terminal 13) and a part of the 
first wires, which are switched over by the at least one connection switching device 
(selection circuit 12) in response to the connection switching signals (selection address 
signal from a counter section 14)(see SOLUTION " for selectively connecting the 
plurality of elements 1 1 to the terminal 13"). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the claimed invention was made to incorporate the plurality of third wires of Okawa 
shinichi ('214) into Ishioka et al ('573)'s inspection apparatus for the expected benefit of 
limiting number of tenninals for measuring characteristics to measure the characteristic 
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of a plurality of elements to be measured as disclosed by Okawa shinichi ('214) (see 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED). 

With respect to claim 2, Ishioka et al ('573) disclose that connection switching 
signals are transmitted from the fixed unit (computer 21) to the moving unit (selector 23) 
in time-division multiplexing (see Col. 3, lines 9-10 ). 

With respect to claim 3, Ishioka et al ('573) disclose that their fixed unit (computer 
21 ) comprises a measurement device that sends inspection signals (see Col. 4, lines 
9-1 1) from which the inspection signals are returned (see Fig. 3 and Col. 3, lines 22-23 
" the computer 21 receives the inspection signal from the sensor 1"). 
3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Wieberdink et al US Publication No. 2004/0059970 disclose a logic device test 
system (see Figs 1-2) comprising a fixed unit (130 and a moving unit (1 10). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emily Y. Chan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1956. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ha T Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-1678. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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